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SUBJECT: ROC REACTION TO JAPANESE ELECTIONS 

1 . THE GENERAL FEELING HERE IS THAT THE DECEMBER 5 
JAPANESE ELECTIONS WILL HAVE NO SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON 
ROC/JAPANESE RELATIONS. 

2. NEW OF THE JAPANESE ELECTIONS WAS WIDELY REPORTED IN 
THE LOCAL PRESS, BUT WE BELIEVE THAT MOST OF THE PUBLIC 
GAVE IT ONLY A PASSING GLANCE. EDITORIAL COMMENT WAS 
DEVOTED LARGELY TO EXPLAINING THE INTRICACIES OF JAPANESE 
POLITICS, AND RARELY VENTURED TO SPECULATE WHAT THE 
ELECTION RESULTS MIGHT MEAN FOR THE ROC. EVEN THEN, 
COMMENT WAS IN THE FORM OF VAGUE WORRY OVER A POSSIBLE 
INCREASE IN LEFTIST INFLUCENCES SHOULD THE LDP WEAKEN 
FURTHER. 

3. INFORMED GOVERNMENT SOURCES AND LOCAL JAPANESE 
EXPRESSED SLIGHTLY MORE INTEREST IN THE ELECTIONS THAN 
THE PUBLIC, BUT SHARED THE GENERAL IMPRESSION THAT NO 
IMPORTANT CHANGES IN THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES WOUL RESULT EVEN IN THE LIKELY EVENT THAT 
FUKUDA SUCCEEDED MIKI AS PRIME MINISTER. PRIVATE 
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THE GROC IS SATISIFED WITH THEIR ANALYSIS THAT MOST DIETMEN 
FRIENDLY TO THE ROC WERE REFLECTED AND THAT THESE OCCUPY 
ROUGHLY HALF OF THE LDP SEATS. THE TAIPEI OFFICE OF 
THE CROC'S EAST ASIA RELATIONS ASSOCIATION WAS PLEASED 
WITH WHAT IT SAW AS A DECLINE IN COMMUNIST PARTY 
INFLUENCE. IN A RECENT DESPATCH TO TOKYO, THE LOCAL 
JAPAN INTERCHANGE ASSOCIATION REPORTED THAT GROC 
OFFICIALS FORESEE NO CHANGE IN ROC/JAPAN OR JAPAN/US 
RELATIONS AS A RESULT OF THE ELCTIONS. LOCAL JAPANESE 
BUSINESSMEN MAINTAIN THEIR "BUSINESS AS USUAL" ATTITUDE. 

4. COMMENT: WE ARE STRUCK BY THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE CASUAL, PASSIVE INTEREST HERE IN THE JAPANESE ELEC- 
TIONS AND THE INTENSE, ACTIV SWINTEREST IN THE PROPOSED 
NOMINATION OF CYRUS VANCE AS PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER'S 
SECRETARY OF STATE. WE BELIEVE THIS REFLECTS THE WIDE- 
SPREAD PERCEPTION HERE THAT WHILE JAPANESE CHINA POLICY 
IS SET AND UNLIKELY TO CHANGE, AMERICAN CHINA POLICY HAS 
NOT YET BEEN COMPLETELY DETERMINED AND IS STILL OPEN TO 
INFLUENCES FAVORABLE TO THE GROC. 
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